PISISTRATUS  AND THE  P I S I STR AT ID AE
increase in the national territory, the people deemed
they had been well served, and when Pisistratus came
to die, they mourned his passing.
His two sons, Hipparchus and Hippias, succeeded him,
but did not govern with their father's skill. Their adver-
saries took fresh heart. Certain youthful aristocrats set
on foot a conspiracy which brought about the death of
Hipparchus, who was struck down by Harmodius and
Aristogiton. The illustrious heroes who thus struck a
triumphant blow for Liberty and the Republic, and whose
glorious deed has been celebrated in prose and verse by
republicans, even to our own day, belonged in fact to
ihcjeunesse doree.
The dictatorship of the Pisistratidae had lasted fifty
years. No sooner did it come to an end, than disorder
broke out afresh. The plebs called attention to their
existence by risings against the patricians. And so, pro-
ceeding from one coup d'etat to another, Athens ultimately
attained the goal of pure democracy. She was not
destined long to remain there.
There was no truce to the struggle between the classes
save when peril from without compelled the whole
population of Athens temporarily to sink their differences
in order to repel the barbarians. But as soon as the
invader had withdrawn, strife broke out anew. No one
then, was immune from the vengeance of the predomi-
nant party. Miltiades, the conqueror of Marathon, died
in chains. Themistocles, the saviour of his country at
Salamis, was condemned to death and had to seek safety
in flight. The spectacle afforded by the Athenian de-
mocracy was not an exhilarating one. Tt had, in point
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